MPHA Epidemiology Section - Meeting Agenda

September 24, 2013

2:00 – 3:00 pm 

Call in Line Information:
Toll Free: 877-366-0711
~
Access Code: 63903350

I. Call to Order/Roll Call
Tiffany/All
a. New Member introduction! 
b. Member changes
Tanya Troy, is our first Wayne State Student Rep!  MPH program.  Sociology and Health Psychology BS.  HPV research.
Suzanne Cupal has been promoted to Public Health Supervisor, and will be managing the new Epi position (currently posted)

Rebecca Cook will be retiring from Livingston Co DPH in October.  So we’ll need to find another nurse for CEU applications.  They also have to attend some of our planning meetings and receive meeting minutes.

Robert’s Rules say we can move to a more simple method of approving minutes… we can ask for any objections and move to accept as is…   One correction we need to make Section 5.5 : Sending thank you’s to the Morning Speakers, was Roger… not Tiffany.  Hearing no other objections, minutes are approved as they are written.

II. Approve August 27, 2013 minutes 
All 
III. Epi Section Roster / Bylaws 
Tiffany/All
Robert’s Rules state in fact that we DO require 2/3 votes to change bylaws, and our Survey Monkey results do not yet meet that requirement.  Tiffany can continue sending it out… (so far twice, and the 2nd sending didn’t produce many additional).

Perhaps people don’t see the minor changes as relevant to them, and they don’t feel appropriate voting on something they’re not knowledgeable about the issues.  We need 7-8 more Yes votes to make it official.

Some comments from a No vote on the Chair positions changes included a question about eliminating Student Reps in the XXX Committee… and from our perspective, no student reps ever participated anyways… except once on abstract submissions.    To be clear, Student Reps CAN still participate in that committee and others.  We eliminated the stated role for Student Reps in order to permit more freedom in their voluntary roles within the planning process.
IV. Budget/Treasury Update
Tiffany/Annie
V. 2013 Conference Summary


a. Website
Tiff
i. Links have been added to our 2013 Conf Agenda on our website to view the 3  morning presentations!
b. Update on poster presenters (2013)
Niki
i. Couldn’t add many 2012 posters, Niki has solicited to Afternoon PPT presenters  to upload presentations online for viewing and we have 9 of 12 so far agreeing.  Deadline end of next week.
c. AM speaker thank you notes - DONE
Roger

d. Sponsor thank you notes (on hold) 
Tiff/Annie
VI. Membership recruitment/Facebook updates/ Interview Questions
Allie 
a. 105 likes still… kind of plateaued.
b. Posting Job postings, and conferences.  Averaging 60-80 views of those links.  It’s showing up on newsfeed somehow, and they are reading it.

c. Also hoping to get another interview up soon.  ANYONE can answer these and email me the responses.  I think it would be ok if you knew someone who is NOT a member of the section… just to provide profiles of professional Epis for students and future Epis.
d. A few likes showed-up for Tiffany’s profile, so with a few more this may become an interesting thing for students.
e. I haven’t still yet heard anything regarding student orientations, but we do have the contact lists.  
f. Where do you work and what is your job title and role in your organization? How long have you been there?

g. Can you give us a brief overview of what it is you do in your work?

h. Where did you attend undergraduate and graduate school?  What is your degree?

i. What made you want to be an Epidemiologist?

j. What has been the most interesting aspect of your career thus far (could be an interesting case, investigation you were involved with, place you’ve been, etc…)

k. Is there anything you would have done differently in school or the early stages of your career?

l. What advice would you give to someone thinking about a career in Epidemiology or Public Health?
VII. Mentoring/Students Emailed Questions
Allie/Tiffany
a. UMSPH missed orientation 
b. TIFF: We were not able to attend the UMSPH orientation, but DeeDee said we COULD go to the ESO meeting next week… if anyone is available… or if not, she might introduce our section and our goals on our behalf (as our Student Rep).

c. Tanya: WSU already had their student orientation, but our student group is going to meet every other week.  I’m on the board of the student organization, and we haven’t advertised MPHA at all yet, but it’s definitely more than happy to help with that.  

d. TIFF: Great! We have a packet of information that you can provide, so we’ll pass that on for you to plug (and of course talk about our Facebook page).  We put a lot of effort into posting job postings in MI, so students are usually very interested in those too.

VIII. Goals for 2013-2014 MPHA Epi Section
Tiffany/Roger/All
a. Increased Section Participation

i. Re-gain the involvement of past members/officers

b. Fundraising Ideas- Funding is currently dependent on a few large sponsors

i. MPHA Epi Section, T-shirt sales, Mug sales 
1. Sell Mugs at MALPH Premier Public Health Conf. 

2. Tiffany will track down the half we had… DeeDee had the other half

ii. Social athletic club: Organized group participation in 5Ks, etc.

c. Grow Conference Participation from within and surrounding states – 

i. Wayne State/What groups can we target for 2014 invitations?
ii. Need ideas of budget / sponsors… knowing MDCH won’t be contributing, and limited number of seats (although MORE at MSU)… don’t want to overreach our capacity (financially/spatially).

d. Growth of Perceived MPHA Epi Section Membership Benefits

i. Posting of job opportunities and internships

ii. Increase professional networking opportunities
IX. 2014 Conference Planning
Tiffany/All

a. Date and Location – MSU: 3/28/2014??

i. No known conflicts have been identified.  It’s after the WSU spring break.

ii. Have recently emailed the MSU Union about the proposed date (Barbara)… haven’t heard back just yet.  Asking about the date availability and costs.

b. Ideas for speakers/topics
i. ROGER: Chronic/Infectious Trends in Economically Burdened Countries by Austerity (Greece, Portugal, Ireland).  
ii. NIKI, added Socio-Economic transitional factors / social epidemiology
iii. TIFFANY: CONCORD Study on Cancers Internationally
c. Sponsorship: new sponsors, MPHA, etc  
X. Action Items
Tiffany

a. Securing Venue for 3/28/2014??

b. Potential topics for 2014 conference
i. ALLIE: New idea, Sandy (Informatics) is looking to present at a conf. this spring
ii. FATEMA: New recent Public Health Interventions – NYC did a lot of cool interventions on MSM population to curtail meningitis (22 deaths).  Lots of field vaccinations.  Not sure if they’ve done any studies yet.  Article in NY Times last month.
c. Think of potential sponsors / alternative fundraising 
i. Scimetrica

ii. NIH Grant – volunteer?  Niki and Allie will look into this.  When is it due, and how difficult is the application??
iii. Maybe solicit sponsorship from schools/colleges (WSU, Saginaw Valley etc)
d. Committee interests 

i. Sponsorship: Roger
ii. CEUs: Bethany 
XI. Additional Items from the group
All
a. ROGER: Dr. Sara Adar Responded to our Thank You with lots of ideas:
i. Betsy Foxman and Alex Rickard are always engaging speakers on topics pertaining to microbiota and health
ii. Eden Wells or Matt Boulton are engaging presenters on preventive medicine
iii. Rafael Meza might also provide a very interesting talk on cancer epidemiology and prevention
iv. social epidemiology - consider Lynda Lisabeth or Carlos Mendes de Leon
b. Tiff: Mawuli may have good ideas too… or maybe himself?!  Keynotes TEND to come from outside MI, but no hard-rules on that.

c. SUSAN F-G: Dr. Noji talked about Tsunami in Japan… do we know anyone at (lots of catastrophes and disasters… hurricanes etc). I know someone who goes and helps in Emerg Prep as a nurse, I could ask her for names/somebody.  Colorado just had that terrible flooding.

d. ALLIE: Dr. McFadden as part of CDC spent 2 weeks doing relief work.  

e. XXX: Tulane has done studies with Hurricane Katrina… it’s good to wait a few years.

XII. Change in meeting time?  
XIII. Move start time from 2pm… to 3pm?  It would allow Dee Dee more opportunity to join-us.  Tanya and Mike are good with 3pm.    
XIV. Next Meeting: October 22, 2PM?     3-4pm! 

